
THE BRITTANY CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD IN YELVERTOFT VILLAGE HALL 

ON 16
TH

 FEBRUARY 2014 

 

The meeting opened at 14.00.   

Present:  Mrs H. M. Green, Mr S. Wright, Mr B. Molton, Mr J. Anderson, Mrs K. 

Gorman and 22 Club members. 

1. Apologies for absence were received from:  M. Brown, J. Coombes, M. Coombes, 

B. Davies, J.  Dyke, L. Dyke, R. Greenwood, C. Hill, J. Hodkinson,  S. Stone, F. 

Wensley, K. Withey, J. Yarrow, P. Yarrow. 

The Chairman reminded those present that only people who had been members 

for the past year were eligible to vote. 

2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 17
th

 February 2013 had been posted on the 

Club website and copies were circulated at the meeting.  It was proposed by A. 

Massie, seconded by G. Tully and AGREED that these be accepted as a true 

record.  (3 people abstained from voting as they had not been present at the last 

Annual General Meeting). 

3. Matter arising:   

Item 14:  Liz Muir has accepted the invitation to judge the Club’s Championship 
Show in 2017.   

Item 15:  The proposed health survey has not yet been carried out 

4. Annual Awards.   

The Chairman reported that a question had been raised regarding the way in 

which the points are calculated when awarding the trophies for Best Kennel and 

Reserve Best Kennel.  He explained the method used, 1
st

 = 3 points;  2
nd

 = 2 

points;  3
rd

 = 1 point at Club Shows.  Points are gained for dogs owned and/or 

bred by a particular kennel.  However, only one set of points is awarded if the 

dog is both bred and owned by the breeder.  The trophies for 2013 were then 

presented: 

(a) The Saint Tugen Trophy for the Best Kennel for 2013 was awarded to Rochus, 

Barbara and John Anderson. 

(b) The Hameau de Sorny Trophy for the Reserve Best Kennel for 2013 had been 

won by Patouche, Patricia Rush, but she was not present to receive it. 

 

5. Acting Chairman’s Report:  (Appendix A).  The Acting Chairman, Steve Wright, 

drew attention to the changes that have taken place within the Club since the 

last AGM.  These have meant that, for most of the past year, the Club has had 

both an Acting Chairman and an Acting Secretary.  He thanked the officers and 



Committee for their support during this difficult time.  He emphasised that the 

Club needs more members. In order to offer more to members it is proposed to 

review our regional representation and, hopefully, a register of volunteers will be 

set up to help in a variety of ways.  He mentioned the use of social media and 

reminded members that any grievances should be directed through more 

appropriate channels.    

 

6. Acting Hon. Secretary’s Report: (Appendix B).  The Acting Hon. Secretary, 

Margaret Green, also mentioned the problems of the past year.  She thanked the 

Acting Chairman for the calm way he had guided the Club and all members of the 

committee for their support.  She drew particular attention to the sterling work 

done by Anne Massie in relation to the JSC, Jan Taylor with the Breed Rescue and 

Barbara Anderson in collating the email list for members.  The Club weekend in 

September had been very successful and the French Judge, Mme Chantal Cescon, 

had very much enjoyed her first visit to the UK. 

 

7. Hon. Treasurer’s Report: (Appendix C).  The Hon Treasurer, Bill Molton 

circulated copies of the Club accounts.  In his accompanying report he stated that 

2013 was another successful year for the Club with a surplus of £1363.75.  The 

Club weekend and working/training events had all been profitable.  The Open 

shows do make a loss but help to bring people into the Club.  He was pleased to 

note that printing costs had been reduced.  He drew attention to the heavy 

expenditure from the Welfare fund which had decreased by £1407.66.  A large 

part of this was due to expenses incurred regarding two dogs rescued from 

Spain.  The Treasurer answered questions on the report and Steve Wright stated 

that we must be firm about people wanting to bring in rescue dogs from abroad.  

We cannot afford to do this and our Club can only take Brittanys from the UK.  

John Anderson reminded members that some expenses are mandatory, i.e. 

insurance, and this is a Kennel Club requirement.  It was proposed by Michael 

Young, seconded by Andrew Stewart and AGREED that the accounts be approved 

and accepted. 

 

8. Field Trial Secretary’s Report: (Appendix D)  John Anderson, Field Trial Secretary, 

gave a résumé of the activities which had taken place during the past year and 

notice of events planned for the coming months.  He asked for volunteers to 

assist with these.  He was sorry to report the death of Lady Williams in May and 

condolences had been sent on behalf of the Club. He asked members to let him 

know of any grounds which are available, economic and suitable for HPRs. Once 

again he congratulated all those who had won awards and urged members to 

participate in training activities and enter events and field trials.  Anne Massie 

asked to be informed of the names of any Brittany owners in Scotland so they 

can be invited to activities organised there. 



 

9.  Election of Officers and Committee.   

 

The Chairman stated that we had checked with the Kennel Club and nominations 

can be taken at the AGM and members co-opted but the nominees will serve in 

an Acting capacity until the next AGM. People may also be co-opted during the 

coming year by the Committee. 

 

(a) Chairman:  Kathy Gorman took the Chair for this item.  Steve Wright seeks 

election to the post of Chairman.  He gave brief details about himself and his 

background.  It was proposed by Norma Ansell, Seconded by Maurice Cooke 

and unanimously AGREED that Steve Wright be elected as Chairman of the 

Brittany Club until 2015.  Steve Wright thanked the members for appointing 

him and took the Chair. 

 

(b) Hon. Secretary:  there were no nominations for this post but Andrew Stewart 

indicated his willingness to be co-opted as Acting Secretary.  He explained his 

reasons and the attributes he could bring to the post.  It was proposed by 

Anne Massie, seconded by Lynne Hawtree and, as there was only one vote 

against, AGREED that Andrew Stewart be appointed as Acting Hon. Secretary 

until the next Annual General Meeting. 

 

(c) Hon. Treasurer:  Bill Molton is not seeking re-election.  Ruth Holt had 

indicated her willingness to stand for this position and gave brief details 

regarding her suitability.  It was proposed by Anne Massie, seconded by Gill 

Tully and unanimously AGREED that Ruth Holt be appointed as Hon. 

Treasurer until 2017.  

 

(d) Hon. Field Trial Secretary:  John Anderson had indicated his willingness to 

stand for re-election as Hon. Field Trial Secretary until 2017.  He stated, 

however, that this may well be his final term of office and he would very 

much like someone to understudy the role during this period.  As there were 

no other nominations for this position a vote was taken.  All members were in 

favour with the exception of one abstention.  It was, therefore, AGREED that 

John Anderson be appointed as Hon Field Trial Secretary until 2017. 

  

(e)  Committee Members:  At the time the Agenda was distributed there were 

six vacancies but following Ruth Holt’s appointment to Hon. Treasurer this 
now increased to seven.  There were originally five nominees but as Steve 

Wright has been appointed to the post of Chairman, this is now reduced to 

four as follows:  Jan Taylor, Gill Tully and Maureen Withey seek re-election:  

Michael Young (proposed by Jan Taylor and seconded by Gay Davies) seeks 

election.  All four candidates were elected for a full term of three years. 

  

10.  Kennel Club Code of Conduct:  It was noted that, in accordance with Kennel Club 

Rules and Regulations, our Club must include the Kennel Club ‘Code of Conduct’ 
within its constitution.  This was unanimously AGREED.  



 

11. Underpaid Membership Fees:  Barbara Anderson, Membership Secretary, 

explained that some members have not increased their standing orders in 

accordance with the level of membership fees.  Every effort is made to contact 

these members but frequently to no avail.  It is proposed that, in these 

circumstances, after a period of two years, joint membership should be reduced 

to single membership and underpaid single fees be designated as a donation.  

This was unanimously AGREED. 

 

12. News to Members:  The Committee proposes that circulation of news to 

Members should be achieved by electronic mail to reduce the heavy postage 

costs.  It also proposed that an annual electronic Newsletter/Year Book, 

supplemented by News Sheets during the year, be sent.  Members may opt for 

hard copies to be posted on payment of added costs.   

 

The Committee proposed that all communication should be by electronic means 

with members opting in for print versions on paying for the extra costs. Should 

this proposal be defeated the current system would be retained. 

 

After discussion the following amendments were proposed: 

A.   That we produce an annual Year Book in each September (subsidised by 

adverts) supported by electronic news sheets (print copies to be available 

on payment of the extra costs). This was proposed by Sue Gudgin, 

seconded by Gill Tully. 

B. That we produce a printed Newsletter annually supported by electronic 

news sheets. 

 

The Chairman explained that voting would be for the first amendment. Should 

that fail the meeting would then vote on the second amendment. Again a failure 

to win this vote would result in the original proposal being voted on, with the 

retention of our existing system if that too did not get approval.  

 

Amendment A was voted on and there were two votes against and one 

abstention with the rest of the members in favour.  The proposal was, therefore 

AGREED. 

 

13. Rule 5 Amendment:  The Committee proposed that the last sentence of Club 

Rule 5 should be amended to read “all new members will be informed of the 

Committee’s decision and all relevant information will be available on the Club 
Website”.  A vote was taken and the result was one against, with the rest of the 
members in agreement.  The suggested amendment was, therefore, AGREED.  



 

14. Venue for Championship Show: The Acting Secretary had negotiated a reduction 

in venue costs, good support had been received from the staff at Catthorpe and a 

financial surplus had been achieved in 2013.  It was proposed that this venue be 

retained for the foreseeable future.  However, the financial climate may change 

or other superior venues may be sourced, so the choice of venue will be under 

constant review.  It was noted that the date for 2014 will be the weekend of 5
th

 

October.  This was unanimously AGREED. 

 

15. French Judge:  The Committee proposed that the BCGB should temporarily 

change the frequency of appointing a French Judge to a 5 year cycle as opposed 

to the 3 year one at present.  It was emphasised that this is a financial 

recommendation, reflecting the drop in entries, and does not reflect on the value 

of obtaining current French critiques on our dogs.  The Chairman explained the 

reasons for this proposal and after discussion it was unanimously AGREED that 

the word “temporarily” should be deleted from the proposal.  A vote was then 

taken on the amended proposal.  The result was 12 for, 11 against, 3 abstentions.  

The amended proposal was AGREED. 

 

16. 2018 Championship Show:  The Acting Secretary reported that the Judges’ Sub 
Committee was now operating as directed by the Kennel Club and had proposed 

and voted on three names, their availability had been checked.  After discussion 

it was AGREED to accept the Judges’ Sub Committee’s proposals and Mrs Jenny 
Miller will be invited to judge the 2018 Championship Show. 

 

17. Appointment of Auditor:  It was proposed by Ruth Holt, seconded by Margaret 

Green and unanimously AGREED that Haines Watts of Worcester be appointed 

as Auditors for 2014. 

 

18. Honoraria:  It was proposed, seconded and unanimously AGREED that the 

honoraria should remain at £300 for the Acting Hon Secretary and £250 for the 

Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Field Trial Secretary.  Thanks were expressed to the 

officers for all their work throughout the year.  Margaret Green indicated that 

she would be donating her honoraria back to the Club. 

 

19. Any Other Business:  Regional Representation.  The Chairman and Dave 

Anderton had discussed this.  Dave Anderton explained the reason why the 

present structure needs changing.  The suggestion is to reduce the number of 

areas to four:  Scotland, North of England, The South East and The South West.  

This should work better and, at the same time, it is hoped to put together a 

register of volunteers.  The proposal was unanimously AGREED. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 18.10 



Appendix A 

 

BRITTANY CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Acting Chairman’s Report, AGM 16th
 February 2014 

 
The very fact that I am writing this report as Acting Chairman reveals that there have been 

changes since the last AGM.  It is the nature of all clubs and societies that they are subject to 

sporadic fallouts and family quarrels.  This has happened to us and it means that, 

unfortunately, you have some different officers to those whom you appointed last year.  

Loss of experienced officers and, almost as importantly, proven workers can leave a big gap 

and we are lucky that some long-serving stalwarts have been able to step into the breach.  

Having served on the Committee for the previous six years, as an ordinary member, I 

volunteered to act as your Chairman until this AGM when this could be confirmed by your 

votes if you wish. 

 

My personal loyalty is not to any partisan group of members (if such things exist), but to the 

Brittany itself.  I feel the best way to serve the breed is to restore a solid base of good 

management, and to develop a wider involvement in the Club among you, its members.  It 

has been a baptism of fire made less painful by the unstinting support of the officers and 

committee. 

 

Continuity 

 

In the past continuity has depended on the three-year rotation of office so that there are 

always two thirds of the previous year’s officers on any new Committee.  This provided a 
word of mouth history of what had gone before but, as we have found out in two separate 

complaints this year, it is a bit like “Chinese Whispers” – and loses a bit in telling with each 

successive account.  To overcome this I have begun writing down Job Descriptions and 

Procedures for all the varied roles within the Club.  Once this is completed, and I have set 

myself a target date of AGM 2015 to achieve this, any newly appointed person will have a 

pretty complete guide to what and how their job should be done.  This should make taking 

on responsibility a lot less daunting.  This boring and indigestible paperwork will be put on 

the Club website for anyone to look at (although I doubt if it will get many hits. 

 

Membership 

 

Very simply we need to get more members.  This means not only recruiting new ones but 

offering the existing ones a good service.  We should each aim to recruit at least one new 

member in 2014.  There are an awful lot of Brittany owners out there who have never had 

contact with us. 

 

Offering  you  more 

 

Our original Regional Representative scheme has not reached as many Brittany owners as 

we would like.  Some regions are pro-active but others have offered nothing.  Dave 

Anderton, the National Organiser, has reviewed this and is proposing fewer but bigger 

regions.  Arising from this, and from Jan Taylor’s dynamic overhaul of the Breed Rescue, we 
are launching a register of volunteers to help in a wide variety of ways. 



Social Media 

 

By monitoring the content of the Members’ Forum on the Club website we have tried to 
reduce the degree of “vexatious” correspondence.  This was done originally on my own 
initiative, but subsequently with the Committee’s approval, to prevent the Forum becoming 

a “soapbox” for the discontented.  There are proper channels to voice grievances and I can 
promise you that they will be listened to. 

 

Finally, I am heartened by the small progress we have made so far.  There is much to be 

done and I am excited by the possibilities ahead of us.  Particularly I want our next AGM to 

be able to celebrate a new energy and confidence in the Brittany Club of Great Britain. 

 

 

 

Steve Wright 

 

Acting Chairman 

 



Appendix B 

 

BRITTANY CLUB OF GREAT BRITAIN 

Acting Secretary’s Report AGM 16th
 February 2014 

 

As you will all be aware we have had a rather difficult year with the resignation of both the 

new Secretary and the Chairman soon after the AGM. However, the Committee all pulled 

together and I consider had a very successful year with many of the Club’s activities being 
regularised and procedures laid down. 

Firstly, I would like to thank all Committee for their support this past year I know we have 

achieved a lot of order within the Club and many guidelines and suggestions have been 

acted upon. I would like to give my personal thanks to Steve Wright our Acting Chairman for 

taking on this onerous task with great calmness, ensuring that all points of view are taken 

into account, giving the club a very good platform from which to operate. 

Anne Massie has taken several very onerous tasks off me in particular the JSC to ensure we 

are fully complying with KC requirements Our Judging List has been substantially increased 

by contacting all gundog group judges and Judges Development programme candidates 

besides ensuring existing Judges’ details were updated. All Clubs likely to Schedule our breed 
have been sent an up to date list. Janette Yarrow kindly offered to co-ordinate the Club 

judging seminars and has one arranged here at Yelvertoft in November, details from Janette 

or website. It is unfortunate that we do not have applications for the judging lists from breed 

specialists, please think about this and attend a Seminar. 

 Jan Taylor has had quite an initiation into the Rescue affairs but in my opinion she has 

always sought advice and carried out her duties in a manner which can only benefit the 

breed. Gay Davies has this year taken on the bookings for the weekend and has coped in her 

normal unruffled manner. Barbara Anderson has done a tremendous job in collating the 

email list for Members. All the rest of the Committee have readily co-operated when asked 

to carry out any task a very sincere thank you to you all in making my job easier. 

We had a very successful Club weekend which everyone seemed to enjoy and the Judge also 

thoroughly enjoyed her first visit to UK. Catthorpe were extremely helpful to us the whole 

weekend and even washed the judge’s clothes when a bottle of wine in her case broke. I 
have negotiated with Catthorpe a decrease in the proposed hire price for this year and we 

had a reduction last year so I think it will be very hard to find a similar venue at a cheaper 

price with the same facilities but, it is kept under constant review. 

I am sure all the other points on the Club’s activities in 2013 will be brought up in the various 
reports. 

 

Margaret Green 

Acting Secretary, President 

 



Appendix C 

 

Brittany Club of G.B.  -  Treasurer’s Report – February 2014 

 
2013 was a financially successful year for the BCGB, the balance sheet shows a surplus of 

£1363.75.   

 

This is very welcome as it shows that the Club is moving towards achieving the specified goal 

of reducing its cost and raising its income. 

 

There are several sub-items which should be examined.  Welfare is, and should continue to 

be, a major concern.  In 2013 Welfare saw an expenditure of £2027.66 yet drew donations of 

£620, leaving the Club with a Welfare deficit of £1407.66 – The “Welfare Fund” currently 
stands at £5912.95. 

 

On a brighter note, the Events pertaining to Working/Training/Fun days showed a surplus of 

£1132.94 showing that the efforts of the Members involved in those activities really does 

pay off.  Thank you. 

 

The 2 Open Sows combined showed a deficit of £228.84 whereas the Championship Show 

had an audited surplus of £24.69. 

 

The Brittany Club Weekend raised a surplus of £941.61 – Whilst it is very satisfying to see 

this event raise a significant audited surplus, it must be noted that the internal fund raising 

documentation needs to be much better.  This is borne out as we have a payment into the 

Bank account of £413.75 – BUT – I am unable to definitively tell the membership of what 

elements this comprises.  I can tell you that it is funds raised at “Le Weekend”, that it has 
elements of probably all the fund-raising activities which took place including Shop, 

Calendars, Tombola, donations, etc… but it sadly remains a mystery…  A firmer approach 
from the Treasurer is perhaps required… 

 

It will be observed when reviewing the balance sheet that the “Stock in hand” has been 
“zeroed” the Committee approved the “ writing off” of the older shop stock last year and the 
remaining stock cannot be valued as the cost/sale price for the items is an unknown.  

Unfortunately, this is another section which probably requires a tighter control with better 

documentation and record-keeping.  Hypothetically, if we had a figure for Stock, of say £200, 

then our overall balance sheet surplus would rise, therefore it is not a serious issue.  It is one 

that does need to be rectified though. 

 

Of the current bank balances, only the Barclay’s current account shows a major fluctuation, 
we hold in this account £1229.21 more than we did last year.  This account stands at a 

healthy £5766.41 at year end.  The Barclay’s deposit account remains untouched at 

£7113.81 apart from an increase of £3.56 due to Interest applied for the account.  The 

Clysdesdale account stands at £328.69, decreased from last year by £338.  The total value of 

the Club stands at £14,263.56 

 

Previously, a focus has been on reducing the expenditure on the Printing element.  This 

focus has shown to be effective as our reducing expenditure can be seen on the balance 

sheet. 

 



In conclusion, 2013 was a successful year and the Membership should be confident that the 

Club has shown it can turn a surplus in difficult times. 

 

Bill Molton 

 



Appendix D 

 

Brittany Club of Great Britain 

Field Trial Secretary’s Report for AGM 2014.   14/02/2014 

 
Congratulations to all those who won sixteen Field Trial awards including: Kate Orde-

Powlett,  Guy Bagshaw, Mr M. Hirst, Mr N. Olesen, and Rory Major (Thank you Alithea 

Lockie).  It is great credit to the Brittanys and handlers that every year the smallest breed 

manages to achieve such good results, which are published in full on the breed web site. 

 

 Again last year we provided an Open Field Trial which was reported in the Newsletter. The 

Novice field Trial was cancelled as the sugar beet had been harvested and the oil see rape 

did not grow as expected.  

 

At the Brittany 'Le Weekend' activity day, Saturday we held a TAN judged by Mick Young and 

won by Andy Coveney.  A  water retrieve (REEP), agility, scurry organised by Dave Anderton 

and his team. All of this was only possible because of our many members hard work. Thanks 

to Kate detailed accounts were published in our Newsletter.  The farmer has already agreed 

to the TAN being held on his field in 2014 

 

A Training Day was organised by Steve Wright in November for the West Midlands Region.   

 

 A Spring Pointing Tests will not be held this year as we have no grounds with sufficient crop. 

We will hope to have Brittany Training Days, and Gundog Working Tests please could we 

have volunteers. Field Experience days and Field Trials will be organised for next season.    

During the last weekend in July we hope to be represented at the CLA Game Fair, the 

regional Game Fairs and Gundog Festivals, please can we have volunteers for a Brittany 

team. Please refer to our web site and forum for details.  

Sadly Lady Williams died in May, condolences were sent on behalf of the club, her donation 

of the ground at Inholme will be sorely missed.  In addition I believe D. Anderson may be 

selling Hamptworth although the last time a trial was held there we were charged 

commercial rates.  I propose not to increase FT fees this year but our club will have to review 

this when the costs and dates are agreed later. The field trials have cost us a lot of money 

and costs continue to increase dramatically so unless more grounds are donated to us the 

number of Field Trials will have to be limited to an Open and Novice Stake.  If you know of 

any grounds that are available, economic and suitable for HPRs in terms of cover and 

amount of game please let me know. We could hold a Gundog Working Test to raise funds, 

help would be required. 

 The Kennel Club Field Trial committee held the HPR Championship last year. There was 

reported in the press.  The HPRFTA has not held the AGM yet as the Secretary is ill, I have 

proposed postponing the meeting until a suitable later date after the SPT season. Through 

the HPRFTA we will continue to improve field trial opportunities, train judges etc. 

 



I have agreed to stand for re-election as Field Trial Secretary again but this is the last time as 

I am not getting younger so a successor elect is required. I am prepared to guide them and 

would also recommend they take the KC courses. They need to help organise Field Trials and  

Gundog Working Tests to gain experience.  

We must remember our interest is the Brittanys so please continue with Area groups' 

training days and shoot over days etc. Dave Anderton will be publish details on our web site 

and forum. 

The Brittanys have had a very successful year winning sixteen awards and could achieve 

even more with training days focused on competition training and competition itself  so if 

you are interested please contact me.  

Finally please join our training activities and enter the events and field trials. Good luck. 

 

 

John Anderson 

Field Trial Secretary, Brittany Club of Great Britain 


