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AGENDA 

MEETING RECORD 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Approval of Minutes of 2016 AGM 

3. Matters arising from the 2016 AGM minutes 

4. Annual Awards Presentation 

5. Chairman’s Report 

6. Hon. Secretary’s Report 
7. Hon. Treasurer’s Report 

8. Hon. Field Trial Secretary’s Report 
9. Election of Officers and Committee Members 

10. Members Proposal 

11. Appointment of Independent Inspector for Club Accounts 

12. Honoraria 

13. Le Weekend 2017 

14. Vote for 2020 Championship Show Judge 

15. AOB 

16. Close of Meeting 

Meeting Series and No.: AGM Meeting 

26
th 

February 2017 (Opened at 1.40pm – 

Closed at 4pm) Yelvertoft Village Hall 
Date and Time: 

Location: 

Attendees Apologies Absentees 

28 x Members 

Mr. A Barlow-Evans, Mr. K 

Withey, Mrs. M Withey, Mrs. A 

Samardzija, Mrs. K Gorman, Mrs. 

J Yarrow, Mrs. L Poole, Miss G 

Tully, Mrs. J Taylor, Mrs. A 

Massie, Mrs. L Stevens, Miss S 

Finch, Mr. M Stevens, Mrs. S 

Axtell, Mrs. M Boaz, Mr. S Walsh, 

Mrs. N Ansell, Mr. M Samardzija, 

Mr. J Anderson, Miss J Cocking, 

Mrs. M Green, Mr. S Wright, Mr. 

H Nelson, Mr. W Tyler, Ms R Holt, 

Mr. M Porter, Mrs. G Davies 

Mr. D Anderton, M Canham, 

K Williams, Mrs. B 

Anderson, Mr. B Davis, L 

Dyke & J Dyke 

 

Minutes: Jenna Cocking 

All members via members’ area of the club website,  file. Distribution List: 



Brittany Club of Great Britain 

Minutes of AGM 2017 

Page 2 of 10 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Apologies for absence 

 See above. 

2. Minutes of 2016 AGM 

 Jan Taylor listed as an attendee but she wasn’t there and did send her apologies. 

Will Tyler did send his apologies but is not listed. 

 

Will Tyler queried the agenda policy and procedure and how it fits in with the Club’s constitution. 

Steve Wright (Chairman), ran through the agenda and the Club’s policies and procedures regarding 

the AGM and those of The Kennel Club. 

Action: Wording to be checked for future meetings/AGM but it is heredity practice of the Club and 

The Kennel Club. 

Proposed: Annie Massie / Seconded: Margaret Green 

Vote Count: 20 for / 0 against / 8 abstained 

3. Matters Arising from 2016 AGM Minutes 

 Item 10 – 11 Rule Changes – The wording for the rule change agreed at the 2016 AGM has now 

been approved by the Kennel Club. The rule change has been incorporated into the club 

constitution and rules. 

Donation to Mallorca Rescue – The £500 donation was sent and a thank you note received. 

4. Annual Awards 

 Winners of Annual Club Awards are as follows: 

St Tugen Trophy was awarded to the Rochus Kennel, owned by Barbara & John Anderson and 

presented to John Anderson. 

Hameau de Sorny Trophy was awarded to the Patouche Kennel, owned by Patricia & Alan Rush. 

Gefni Trophy (Agility) awarded to Anne Edwards, who together with her dog amassed 90 points. 

 

Feedback from those present: Club members informed the meeting of the following successes of 

Brittanys: 

Dog World/Royal Canin Top Stud Dog for 2016 – Ch. Tournesol Braconnier, owned by Alithea Locke 

& Rory Major 

Dog World/Eden Pet  Foods Top Brood Bitch for 2016 – Sh Ch. Kenocto Pretty of Pachanga  of 

Bonapartist, owned by Janette & Paul Yarrow (they were also Top Brood Bitch Gundog, all breeds). 

Congratulations were given to all for their achievements during 2016. 

5. Chairman’s Report 

 In 2016 I finished my report with the following. “Finally I remain heartened by our progress”. 
 

There is much still to be done and I am excited by the possibilities ahead of us. I feel we are 

gradually building an impetus and I am curious to see where the Brittany Club of Great Britain will 

be in a year’s time.” Well that year has now passed. 

 

Although we need, like the shark, to keep moving forward to survive, it is also pleasant to have a 

settled time. 2016 has mostly been this and we can look back with some satisfaction. We have 

successfully navigated our way through another year without too many upsets. 

 

Our open shows enjoyed yet another slight increase in entries and we again staged a Novice and 

an Open Trial for the working enthusiasts, and a shoot-over day which was well-attended. It is 

some years since we ran any Working Tests, which are a recommended point of entry into the 
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world of HPR competition, so this is an ambition for 2017. Le Weekend saw a really good turnout 

for both days and for the dinner on the Saturday night. So you supported (and appeared to enjoy) 

those events we provided for you. Thank you. 

 

Trophies took up some time this year. We have been without a Trophy Steward for a while (there’s 

a hint here  incidentally)  and Margaret Green and Jan Taylor offered to rationalise the whole 

situation. We are of an age now where some have frankly reached their “sell-by” date and others 

exist for classes we no longer stage. There was also some debate as to whether you actually 

wanted the bother of them collecting dust on the mantelpiece. 

 

Firstly we found out that this was not true – you do like trophies. Then we found that a lot of 

trophies needed repairing or could be replaced, using some of our surplus trophies. We are now in 

the position where all our awards are in reasonable condition. It will be easy for anyone to assume 

responsibility for their on-going care and monitoring. 

 

Finally two new trophies have been donated. I would like to thank Andrew Barlow-Evans for the 

Adarawood Trophy for the Best Junior Handler at Le Weekend, which rewards participants in both 

the show and working days and we hope will encourage youngsters in pursuing both aspects of 

the Brittany. Secondly thanks to Norma Ansell and Maurice Cooke for the Gefni Trophy, for the 

agility competitor achieving most points, places and clear rounds in the year, which has its 

inaugural winner announced today. We do need to encourage more owners to try agility, 

particularly if you are urban based and have limited access to open countryside to exercise your 

dogs in. 

 

One small note of caution here. However anyone wanting to donate trophies must get Committee 

approval first as we need to avoid duplication of awards. 

 

An overdue initiative was achieved in Scotland by Anne Massie, when she organised a successful 

judging seminar north of the border. I think this is the first time we have done this but I hope it will 

not be the last 

 

Could we do more? Yes of course. Our Regional activities remain insufficient. As a Regional 

Organiser it is disheartening to provide a venue for a training day – and have very few people 

attend. They do generate some new memberships, which is good, but our Regions are so vast we 

fail to provide a service to large areas of them. We need local help to source venues,  and 

volunteers to organise social activities and obedience, behavioral, agility, showing, breeding and 

gundog workshops. We can bring trainers and equipment to you. Your own lack of experience is 

unimportant if you can set a day up. We need your ideas, your time and your energy. 

 

A major loss has been the use of Riseholme as a venue for Le Weekend, which is a great shame, 

and we have had to source a replacement. You may have read of this in E-Britts but we will be 

telling you more about this later today. I cannot say how lucky we were to have already identified 

an alternative. 

 

We would like to be less busy in the rescue and re-homing service. To your credit most of the dogs 

we deal with are not bred by members. You continue to screen your purchasers sensibly and to 

accept some responsibility for re-homing where this becomes necessary. We still need better 

contact with those Brittany breeders in this country who are not within our  “circle”.  Equally 

problems continue, caused by inadequate screening of homes for imported rescue dogs. There is 
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 little likelihood of us stemming this flow, but so far we have coped financially. 

 
Last year I also spoke about the need to recruit and keep new members. I have been delighted to 

meet new faces and hope you will become fixtures within our “family”. And best of all some of you 

are beginning to become involved in running the Club. Please bear with us if we seem too set in 

our ways – the willingness to change is there but the imagination to do it declines with advancing 

years! 

 
Finally I would like to thank the Committee for their continued hard work throughout the year. We 

have our differences (which is healthy) but remain united in our wish to champion that wonderful 

creature the Brittany. 

 
Steve Wright 

Chairman 

 
Feedback from those present: Anne Massie added that in July she held a TAN and Good Citizen 

Testing day, 9 dogs passed in each activity. Another event is potentially being arranged for July 

2017 and if any dogs/puppies are re-homed or sold to owners in Scotland, please can Anne have 

contact details. 

6. Hon. Secretary’s Report 

 Today’s AGM marks a milestone for me; it is the end of my first year as club secretary. 

 
Many of you will know that during the past few years, the club has struggled to keep a Secretary in 

post for more than a few months at a time – hence today I am celebrating a small achievement – 

my one year anniversary. Having no previous experience in the workings of a breed club, there has 

been much to learn; but with the guidance of my mentor (Margaret Green) I have made it to the 

end of my first year without mishap. 

 
My first year in the role has been busy, due in part to the lack of forward planning in previous 

years – not the fault of any individual, rather the side effect of regular changes of personnel in the 

secretary role. 

 
During the year, the number of club members has remained steady. The clubs Annual Return to 

the Kennel Club stated 321 members for 2015, while the membership figure as at 31st December 

2016 was 322. That is not to say that membership is static – the club attracted approx. 50 new 

members each year during the period, but at the same time a similar number of existing members 

chose not to renew their membership – the clubs inability to retain the members it attracts is 

something we need to address if we are to continue to thrive. 

 
At our Championship Show in September 2016 we had the pleasure of entertaining a French 

j u d g e , Msr Jean Lassandre whose presence attracted a good entry for the show. In spite of that, 

we still made a small financial loss on the weekend – something you will hear about in the 

Treasurers report. The Championship Show also attracted a visit from a Kennel Club Field Officer, 

another baptism of fire for my first year. Many exhibitors at the Show were dissatisfied with the 

show hall, which although quite large had no natural light. Some members even complained to the 

KC Field Officer. While the KC had no issues with the venue, our club is run for the members so 

taking their views into account we set about securing better indoor facilities at Riseholme well in 

advance for 2017. 
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 However, that was not to be. The Riseholme site is being sold for housing development, so we 

could not secure a booking there for this year. We have however found an alternative location; 

Walford Campus, North Shropshire Agricultural College. Le Weekend 2017 is an agenda item later 

in proceedings, so you will hear all about it then. 

 
As the new location is an agricultural college (very similar to Riseholme) finding dates where 

students were not on site was challenging, so the committee has taken the decision to move Le 

Weekend to July this year, with the Show on Saturday, followed by the Club Dinner at  which we 

can entertain and socialise with our judges. The Working and Activities Day will be held on the 

Sunday. 

 
We heard about Walford Campus via a recommendation from another club who use the site for a 

similar weekend event to ours. The site is growing in popularity, so I have taken the precaution of 

provisionally booking dates from 2017 to 2020 (should we need them) with the only confirmed 

booking at the moment being 2017. 

 
Year Le Weekend 

2017 Friday 7th July – Sunday 9th July 

2018 Friday 6th July – Sunday 8th July 

2019 Friday 12th July – Sunday 14th July 

2020 Friday 10th July – Sunday 12th July 

 
Feedback from those present: Harry Nelson asked for numbers of people who were dissatisfied 

with the indoor hall at Riseholme Hall, no exact numbers were recorded, but several members 

were dissatisfied with the show hall used for the Championship show in 2016. Gill Tully said there 

are no issues with Riseholme including the hall; it was within The Kennel Club regulations. Ann 

Samardzija agreed that the hall fell within KC regs, but member satisfaction is paramount. 

Riseholme was approached with a view to using another hall on the campus but unfortunately the 

club has received a letter from Riseholme stating that they won’t be able to accommodate the 

Club this year with the same facilities that we had in previous years. Steve Wright also added that 

during discussions with Lincoln University they were uncommunicative and difficult. 

7. Hon. Treasurer’s Report 

 2016 can be said to have been a successful one for the Club in so far as the year ended with a 

small surplus of £459. However, this is a substantial downturn on the previous year’s surplus of 

£2,433. This is not attributable to any one reason but is the cumulative effect of a number of 

factors. 

 
The attached note to the Income & Expenditure Account shows the total income and expenditure 

for each item, from where the nett figures in the I&E Account are derived, and I hope will assist 

your understanding of the figures in conjunction with the following. 

 
Membership Subscriptions are up, which is good news, and it is to be hoped that the Club can 

retain the influx of new Members as well as stem the outflow of older ones. It is refreshing to see 

new names up for election to the Committee this year and I hope that new blood will bring new 

life to the Club and fresh ideas to the table in order to achieve this. 

 
The Club Calendar was produced later than normal, which had an adverse effect on sales. It is to 

hoped that sales in early 2017 prove sufficient to offset any loss on this item. 
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The Club Shop is geared more to offering Brittany-specific merchandise than to profit-making but 

continues to return a small margin. 

 

Donations received for 2016 include £300 from Margaret Green, who opted to waive her 

honorarium as Hon Secretary. 

 

Rescue has continued to be self-funding although costs for 2016 were substantially higher than the 

previous year, with kenneling fees and veterinary fees forming the bulk of the expenditure. 

 

Club events held in 2016 all generated losses with the exception of the Fun Days, which covered 

their costs and provided a small surplus of £61 (recorded as a nett figure in the accounts). 

Field Trials and Shoot-Over Days continue to make a loss. However, they are a very necessary 

activity. The Club is fortunate in having sufficient reserves to underwrite these losses for a few 

years yet but it would be good to be able to make them self-funding. An extra £10 per entry would 

have covered costs and generated a surplus of around £120 – but would it have resulted in fewer 

entries? Food for thought, perhaps. 

 

Le Weekend and the Championship Show ran at a combined loss of £290 this year. The breakdown 

is even but was not recorded in the 2015 accounts for comparison. This is a reduction of around 

£950 on the previous year’s surplus. The Championship Show costs were higher this year as we 

were privileged to have M. Lassandre over from France to judge and a  contribution of £290 

(including the bank charge to make the payment) was made towards his travelling expenses in 

addition to £120 for his hotel accommodation. This immediately accounts for over 40% of the 

difference. 

With a further change of venue now forced upon us, it is to be hoped that curiosity and the 

promise of en-suite showers will be sufficient to draw greater attendance and participation in 

2017. 

 

In terms of general expenditure, the figures are broadly in line with the previous year, being only 

around £175 more. Gifts & Donations includes a one-off payment £500 to Brittany Rescue 

Mallorca. There is no charge for Accountancy this year as Lesley Frearson FCCA volunteered to 

perform the independent examination on a pro bono basis. 

 

In conclusion, while the Club’s reserves remain healthy for the time being, the downturn on last 

year’s results demonstrates a marked degree of unpredictability in our fortunes. 

 

This is my last report for my term as Honorary Treasurer and I stand down with somewhat mixed 

feelings. I regret that, owing to unforeseen circumstances, I have not been able to give the role as 

much attention as might have been desirable at times and have thus not been able to implement 

the improvements  which I had envisioned. However, I have been more disappointed by the 

attitudes and behavior at times of some of my colleagues on the Committee. 

Therefore, it will be with some relief that I hand the stewardship of the Club’s finances into the 

capable hands of Mrs. Anne Massie, who stands unopposed for the role. 

 

Ruth Holt 

E-mail: ruth.holt@silvrettahaflingers.co.uk 

Telephone: 07767 621301 

Snail Mail: Shangri-La, Woodfield Lane, Romsley, West Midlands, B62 0LR 

mailto:ruth.holt@silvrettahaflingers.co.uk
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Feedback from those present: Ruth Holt added that the small surplus of £459.00 is actually only 

£358.00 once the June 2016 Show has been deducted. 

Mike Porter suggested in reference to membership subscriptions that we conduct another survey via the 

website and contact those that haven’t rejoined. Mike Porter to liaise with Ann Samardzija. 

Gaye Davis queried the £50 fine received from The Kennel Club, this relates to the Club not seeking prior 

approval from The Kennel Club for the Judge from the 2015 Championship Show. 

Will Tyler raised the issue of the Club having too much surplus in the bank account. Ruth Holt said that this is 

currently covering events which are making losses. Steve Wright added that if we continue to make losses at 

Club events the surplus in the Club accounts should last for the next 5yrs if the Club stops generating any 

income. 

Proposed: Lindsey Stevens / Seconded: John Anderson Vote Count: 26 for / 0 against / 2 abstained 
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8. Hon. Field Trial Secretary’s Report 

Last season we provided an Open Field Trial and a Novice Field Trial at Evesham. I want to thank all 

of those you came and helped. Sue Axtel, Sarah Finch, Will Tyler, Andrew Barlow-Evans, John and 

Loran Cottrell. We have been invited to return by the host. 

 
There were Brittany training days including two at Evesham that were enjoyed by all including the 

host and we have been invited to return. 

 
There was our normal TAN at Le Weekend organised by Dave Anderton also with a team including 

Steve Wright, Paul Bennett and Gill Tully. 

 
Brittany results included: 

John Cottrell with Tournesol Indulgence (Mia) won 2nd place in two Field Trials: One at 

Drumochter on Grouse also with Best Water Retrieve then again 2
nd 

at Hampshire Gundog Society. 

At Lothians Borders Gundog Association John and Mia were awarded a third and Loran with Lily 

Moorland (Gypsy) won the Guns’ Award. 

 
Paul Bennett with Tournesol Inox (Jack) has won an Open Field Trial. 

Paul also made his Field Trial judging debut by co-judging our Novice Field Trial. 

 
Steve Wright won the TAN with Hawkwise Land Agent (Toby), 2nd Gregory Barlow-Evans with 

Rochus Luna and 3
rd 

Gay Davies with Rochus Lottie Judged by Paul Bennett. 

 
Hunt Point Retrieve Field Trial Association 

The HPRFTA on March 12th will hold their AGM with another Conference open to anyone 

interested in HPR Field Trials. The HPRFTA will continue to improve field trial opportunities e.g. A 

FT Judges, Handlers and Officials training day is proposed for October. 

 
The Main news is that this year, things are going to change, I am proud to propose Sarah Finch as 

our new Field Trial Secretary. Sarah has helped at two Field Trials and taken part in the Training Days 

and I am sure will be a very good FT Sec. So please give her all your support. 

 
Finally I wish to thank everyone who helped me particularly Barbara with all the paper work and 

admin tasks. 

Good luck to you all. 

 
John Anderson 

Field Trial Secretary Brittany Club of Great Britain 

 
Feedback from those present: Jan Taylor proposed thanks to Ruth Holt & John Anderson for their 

service as Officers on the committee, it was seconded by everyone in attendance. 

Will Tyler thanked John Anderson for his report but requested that in future could the Spring Point 

be included. It was suggested that if anyone has results/information that they would like to report 

or see appear in the breed notes/newsletter then it is to be sent to the appropriate person:- 

Breed Note Writers: Dog World (Gill Tully) / Our Dogs (Anne Massie) 

Working Reports: Field Trial Secretary (John Anderson) 

Newsletter: Steve Wright / Mandy Boaz 

Facebook: Lindsey Stevens 

Website: Mike Porter 
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9. Election of Officers & Committee Members 

 Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. Anne Massie 

Proposed: Jan Taylor / Seconded: Maureen Withey 

Vote Count: 28 for / 0 against 

 
Hon. Field Trial Secretary: Ms Sarah Finch 

Proposed: John Anderson / Seconded: Lindsey Stevens 

Vote Count: 28 for / 0 against 

 
Committee Members: 

Mr. Andrew Barlow-Evans 

Proposed: Jan Taylor / Seconded: Gay Davis 

Mrs. Mandy Boaz 

Proposed: Lindsey Stevens  / Seconded: Anne Massie 

 
Seeking Re-Election: 

Mr. John Anderson 

Miss Ruth Holt 

Mrs. Jan Taylor 

Mrs. Maureen Withey 

Term: All of the above to serve a 3 year term. 

Vote Count: 28 for / 0 against 

10. Member Proposal 

 Proposed: Jan Taylor / Seconded: Margaret Green 

That a Breed Health Survey is sent, on an annual basis, to all BCGB members. All results to be sent 
to an independent and impartial recipient as collator. The initial survey to be sent out within the 
next quarter of 2017. The information received to be made available to members upon request 
and also be put onto the BCGB database. The collator to product an annual report for submission 
tothe AGM. 

 
Feedback from those present: Jan Taylor reported that there is an increase in dogs been reported 

of having mega oesophagus/mega esophagus (also known as MO/ME), this is generalised 

enlargement of the oesophagus which connects to the stomach, and can cause food/liquid to 

become prohibited from moving down into the stomach, resulting in the dog regurgitating food, 

vomiting, choking or even possibly developing pneumonia. 

 
Numbers reported so far, which have also been reported to Kathy Gorman, the Breed Health 

Co-ordinator are as follows:- 

2 x Megaoesophagus/megaesophagus 

2 x fitting 

2 x elbow dysplasia 

Whilst the general feeling from those present at the AGM was that the idea to conduct another 

Breed Health Survey would be constructive for the future of the breed, and that we need to be 

pro-active were health issues are involved, concerns were also expressed that if not conducted in 

the correct manner then there is the potential to alienate certain dogs who are suffering with 

MO/ME without knowing if the condition is inherited/genetic. 

 
Jan Taylor & Margaret Green decided to withdraw the proposal from the agenda and return at a 

later date with a revised proposal. 
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11. Appointment of Independent Inspector for Club Accounts 

 The Club’s accounts for 2016 were kindly inspected by Lesley Poole free of charge, and she has 

offered to conduct the independent inspection again for 2017. 

 
Anne Massie, new Hon. Treasurer, would prefer to use a more local independent inspector (David 

Graham), to ensure that they are completed in an efficient and timely manner and that there 

would be no risk of paperwork been lost in the post. The cost would be £100. 

 
Jan Taylor proposed accepting Lesley Poole’s generous offer for another year and if there are 

issues, then reconsider using a more local independent inspector. 

Anne Massie requested that all expenses be submitted to her no later than Mid-December. 

Vote Count: 21 for / 0 against / 7 abstained 

12. Honoraria 

 The meeting is asked to set and approve the honoraria for the following:- 

Hon. Secretary - £300.00 

Hon. Treasurer - £250.00 

Hon. Field Trials Secretary - £250.00 

 
Proposed: Margaret Green / Seconded: Maureen Withey 

13. Le Weekend 2017 – Change of Venue & Date 

 Margaret Green provided information on the accommodation and facilities for the Le Weekend 

2017. 

Feedback from those present: A proposal was put forward by Margaret Green to allow other 

breeds to attend Le Weekend. Sue Axtell asked if non KC registered breeds would be able to join 

in the activities. Steve Wright confirmed that as long as people are members they are eligible to 

take part. 

14. Vote for 2020 Championship Show Judges. 

 The JSC have proposed a shortlist of available qualified judges for selection. 

1
st – Mrs. Carol Coode 

2
nd – Mr. Moray Armstrong 

Vote Count: 1 person abstained, as they felt they didn’t have enough information on all 3 judges to 

make an informed decision. 

15. AOB 

 None 

16. Close of Meeting 

 Meeting closed at 4pm. 

 


