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Hallo again! 
 
It seems only a few days since last writing to you, but I hope this latest issue of E-Brits will keep you up to 
date with what has been going on in the Breed.  
 
Annual General Meeting 
By the time you receive this we will be fast approaching our Annual General Meeting on Sunday 22nd 
February (after the open show in the morning). Your annual subscription will become due at the end of this 

meeting. 2014 has seen some important changes and this will be your chance to comment on them, or to put your 

own proposals forward to the membership. Ours is a democratic Club and your opinions are not only welcomed 
but actively sought as well. To get an item on the agenda it must be submitted, in writing to Mick Young the 
Club Acting Secretary, not less than 14 days before the AGM. Your item must be properly proposed and 
seconded by named, current Club members. 
 
Venue for “Le Weekend” 2015 and beyond 
This year’s Championship Weekend has already begun to fade in our memories, although the reports of the 
various working activities and the show itself are a welcome reminder of yet another friendly event with several 
new faces doing well. It was pleasing to see novice handlers and dogs enjoying first class partnerships which 
augur well for the future of the breed. Entries showed no increase over recent years but neither was there any 
continued decline – so we must hope that the effects of the recession are slowly releasing their stranglehold on 
our dog activities. Our Club Dinner on the Saturday evening was well-attended and a good time was had by 
all. If you missed out do try to make it for next year. 
 
Which brings me on to the sad news that this will be our last visit to Catthorpe Manor, which has been the venue 
for our signature event in recent years. The management at Catthorpe has invested a lot of money in re-
furbishing the Manor, upgrading it to a luxury wedding and conference venue. The result of this is that it will 
become considerably more expensive to hire and is now beyond our financial reach. This has been on the cards 
for a year or two and we have to admit defeat, despite a valiant rearguard action by Club President Margaret 
Green that resulted in us securing it, at an unchanged price, for 2014. There will be regrets, on both sides I 
expect, to leave such a super ‘home’. 



 
So whither “Le Weekend”? Because of Kennel Club licences already being granted for next year we are 
committed to holding our Championship Show at the same time. Finding a new venue that offered everything 
we had at Catthorpe was always going to be a challenge. Firstly we had to decide if 2015 was going to see us 
drop the working events on Saturday and simply stage a one day show. This would have been an economical 
option but would have abandoned the important principle of a social weekend combining both aspects of the 
Brittany. Our Chairman found a temporary alternative venue for 2015 and it was decided to preserve the two-
day event as an “act of faith” in the future. 
 
“Le Weekend 2015”  
It proved impossible (in the time we had available) to find everything that we wanted at a price we could afford. 
We were looking for a venue that could stage a show, with plenty of parking and good access. It had to be fairly 
central to the UK. We needed ample space for a variety of outdoor activities, which should include rough 
grassland for the TAN and access to water. It had to have indoor space on both days so that we could continue 
to have our traditional Saturday activities such as Points of the Dog for judges of the breed, Gill Tully’s 
popular grooming demonstrations, the Club information point, tombola and lunchtime snacks. We also needed 
a room for our Friday Committee meeting (yes we do work on the Friday as well) and a suitable facility for the 
Club Dinner, which is seen as a vital social occasion with such a widely dispersed membership. Then, finally, it 
should have accommodation on-site and caravan parking. And it had to be within budget! 
 
The venue we have booked for 2015 is Stratford-upon-Avon Racecourse. They have offered us use of the 
Falstaff Hall in the centre of the course, as well as the many grass areas around it and a water meadow with river 
access. Caravan and camping facilities are first class (it is a registered Caravan Club site with proper hook-
ups, overnight shower and toilet facilities, etc.). The Club Dinner can be held in one of the racecourse 
restaurants (they have given us contact details for two of their regular caterers). The only thing that we have 
not got is on-site accommodation. However Stratford is an international tourist destination so there are many, 
many guest houses, hotels, B+Bs, etc. in the area. We hope members will use the Forum, on the Club website, 
to organise their own preferred overnight stay. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
If this venue proves a success it can be re-booked for future years but it has given us much-needed breathing 
space before 2016 looms up. One of the possibilities, which will come up at the AGM, is of moving Le 
Weekend to the summer, combining it with our Open Show. By doing this we open up the chance of using 
Agricultural Colleges, which have spare accommodation in the summer holidays, as well as all the other facilities 
we need. It would help if you all explored what your local Agricultural College can offer. 



 
 
Updating the Club Website 
At the time of writing this long overdue project is still very much ‘in the pipeline’. The basic framework of the 
site has been set up by member Mike Porter and his working party of Anne Massie and John Cottrell, under 
the guidance of John Anderson. The task of ‘putting the flesh on the bones’ has mostly fallen to the main 
Committee, where those with responsibility for, or special interest in, specific areas has qualified them to collate 
the necessary information and links. Much of the existing content from the old site can be “cut and pasted” so 
we should be up and running when you try to click on to the site.  
 
We hope you will find the website more accessible, less cluttered and welcoming. Visit www.brittanyclub.co.uk 
and give us your opinion. Be patient if you find fault with our efforts. To encourage you to look through the 
whole site we have decided to leave a few ‘deliberate errors’ in for you to spot (and if you believe that you are 
simpler than we thought!). There is no prize for the person who finds most. 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************ 

The Sable Gene 
 
This subject was raised in our last issue to alert members to the talk we booked, for Catthorpe on the 
Saturday, from Dr Mansour Makki, who is a specialist genetic diagnostician. He gave a very illuminating talk 
about colour inheritance in Brittanys, and in particular how the sable gene is transmitted. This colour, which is 
not recognised in the Breed Standard, is a dominant expression of marking which, in its recessive form, 
expresses itself as tricolour (which is recognised). It can exist in both orange & white and black & white individuals 
without becoming visible. To eliminate sable, which is what the French would like to do, is not a simple question 
of not breeding from sable stock, as it can continue to be carried indefinitely in these common colours. 
 
The French have opted to not register sable puppies, which begs the question of the status of their siblings. If 
one in the litter is not considered to be pedigree does this mean the others are also ‘tainted’? The  colour can 
only be eliminated if all puppies are screened for sable, something which would be impossible to enforce. Those 
not carrying the colour could be passed as fit for future breeding and all the others, even if not visibly showing 
sable, would need to be eliminated from the Stud Book. Of course we do not know what proportion of the 
breed this would relate to but, in the UK, it could leave us with an unhealthily narrow gene pool.  
 
One of the unsolicited points which Dr Makki made, in his presentation, was that we do not know what other 
inherited characteristics may ‘travel’ on the same gene. In eliminating one known undesirable, cosmetic factor we 
may also remove beneficial factors. In general dominant genes, like the sable one, are associated with desirable 
qualities. Certainly the sable gene has no known health problems associated with it. 
 
This leaves us with a dilemma. The sable gene exists within the Brittany and causes no harm. Removing it is 
possible but we could remove unknown and possibly beneficial traits at the same time. Breeding only from sable-
free stock is an option which may or may not have unforeseen complications due to the narrowing of the genetic 

http://www.brittanyclub.co.uk/


pool. To impose this breeding restriction, without knowing the full implications, places a huge responsibility on 
those who make this decision. Would you be willing to accept this? 
 
If we do not ban the colour, as the French appear ready to do, we then have a choice to make. Could we just 
recognise the colour? It seems a radical solution but there would then be no dilemma.  Much of our current 
difficulty has arisen from the colour being inaccurately recorded on French pedigrees as tricolour, “marron” 
(which can translate as either liver or chestnut) or even orange & white. With our new knowledge of the genetics 
of colour inheritance, we have the freedom to breed and advertise “sable clear” progeny if we wanted.  
 
Alternatively we could ‘fudge’ the issue by continuing not to recognise it. Then we could only advertise litters 
as being “free from unrecognised colours”! Sables would continue to appear but would be second-class 
Brittanys, despite perhaps being full brothers or sisters to show champions. Yet their continued existence 
maintains a wider gene pool and would, from a geneticist’s viewpoint, seem to be a desirable and healthy option. 
We may think the baby is ugly, but throwing it out with the bath water may not be the wisest solution. 
 
There is a further consideration in this argument. We will find other identifiable, inherited traits or 
characteristics as our scientists make greater progress. This will give us the ability to “play God” increasingly.  
Some of us already put a premium on breeding from stock that carries taillessness, irrespective of other working 
or temperamental qualities. Focussing on what our stock has not got is a negative journey, when we should 
perhaps be concentrating on what qualities our stock has got. 
 
At the moment the Brittany Club of Great Britain has made no statement about the sable colour in the breed. 
Possibly nobody can think of just how to word a definitive proposal on the subject. What is clear is that we have 
a greater understanding now of the process of eliminating it, and of the risks involved in narrowing our genetic 
base by doing this. Members can feel confident that any decision we now make will be made from a position of 
being well informed, and will be made carefully. 
 

PierreWillems (Patron of the Brittany Club of Great Britain) wrote in 2006: “But never 
forget that a Brittany is not just a lovely coat, as it is a working dog, with a very balanced temper, 
and this is much more important to the welfare of the breed than any “clothing” consideration!” 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************ 

 
If you missed Dr Makki’s talk (shame on you), and want to know more, then you can download 
his Powerpoint presentation by visiting http://www.laboklin.co.uk/LaboklinNews.htm.  If you 
wish to screen your own stock for the sable gene you can obtain a swabbing kit from Laboklin. 
This consists of a sterile buccal swab (sterile cottonbud to you and me) which you rub fairly 
vigorously inside your dog’s cheek to remove tissue cells. This is then sent to Laboklin and the 
results are returned within a week or two. Cost is around £50. 
 
*********************************************************************************************************************************** 

http://www.laboklin.co.uk/LaboklinNews.htm


 
 

Le Weekend Actif – or what we did on the Saturday 
 

The centrepiece of our working day is undoubtedly the TAN (Test d’Aptitude Naturel) and this year this 
competition was judged by Andy Coveney, last year’s winner. Andy has been working and showing his Brits 
for many years now and is a great supporter of the dual-purpose Brit. He had a good field of 15 dogs to assess 
and all but 2 of them were awarded their TAN diplomas. Here is his report: 
 
“I would like to thank all the competitors for entering the TAN, and also the Brittany Club of Great Britain 
for inviting me to judge it this year. 
 
It was a very wet start to the TAN and unfortunately the scenting conditions were not good. We had put out 
two cages of quail and most of the dogs were almost on top of the birds before pointing them. Of the 15 runners 
I decided that three should go through to a run off. These dogs each pointed both cages of quail, and on the 
second they pointed well from 15 to 20 yards away! Two of the dogs covered the ground really well despite it 
being heavy mud and clinging to run through. 
 
For the run off the weather mercifully had improved and the sun came out. We used a different field so none of 
the competitors knew where the birds had been placed. They were also unable to watch each other’s runs so 
could not gain any advantage from that. 
 
The first dog up, no. 7, was Brett, who was my best dog in the morning. He covered his ground really well but 
unfortunately missed the 1st bird. However he did find the second one, in the hedge, from a good distance. He 
is a very nice dog. 
 
The second dog was no.11, Toby. Again he covered the ground really well, using the wind to his advantage, 
and pointed the first bird from about 10 yards. He then worked up very quickly to the second bird in the hedge. 
 
The third runner was no. 13, Jago. He is very young (only 61/2 months). Understandably he did not cover the 
ground as well as the two older dogs. 
 
Result: 1. Richard Harwood’s Toby (Toffee Cream –Eastonite Bacchus x Eastonite Cee Eagle) 
  2. Mick & Ann Samardzija’s Brett (Brescue Brett as he is a rescue dog!) 
  3. Barbara Anderson’s Rochus Jago (Glen de la Plaine Marat x Rochus Jayricnbrits Hattie) 
 
I would like to say that all three dogs could have a good future in the field. 
 



 
Richard & Toby – showing a relaxed handler with an obedient dog. 

 
 
It was great to see so many young and inexperienced dogs and handlers having a go at the TAN this year, and 
I hope that this is a start to seeing more Brits working in the field.” 
 
Andy 
************************************************************************************************************************************ 
STOP PRESS 
Yorkshire member Paul Bennett has entered two Novice HPR Trials with Tournesol Inox and has been 
awarded a Certificate of Merit at both of them. Congratulations to both of them on a wonderful start to their 
trialling career. 
************************************************************************************************************************************ 
Dave Anderton, who organised much of the working activities on the Saturday, gives this report of his day. 
 
“It was a very wet start to our last ever BCGB Le Weekend at Catthorpe, as next year we move to a new 
venue, however, after a good breakfast, everyone met in the hall for a run-down of the day. Andy Coveney had 
a good card of Brits for the TAN and spent the morning running an experienced eye over the runners. 
 
Partway through the card Kate Orde-Powlett and I went to set up the water venue for the water retrieve, or 
REEP as it is known in France. The recent rain meant that the water was high, and this difficult level did not 



give easy access for the less confident or unproven dogs. This resulted in several entering with vim and vigour, 
only to disappear like submarines. A couple came back while others persevered to collect the dummy. 
 
We had a number of young Brits who struggled with the entry but did their best and were full of enthusiasm. I 
would expect no problems, given a more gradual entry of shallows to build up a bit of courage. Altogether 12 
passed and were awarded their certificates, so well done. 
 
At the same time the scurry was being run, with John Anderson doing the timing and Matthew Anderton 
(David’s lad) dummy throwing.  Winning with the fastest time was Maurice Cooke’s Hawkwise Inayah (Ch Dag 
of Skinfaxi x Hawkwise Fair Copy). 
 
In the afternoon we set up the retrieving competition. This consisted of three tests, a 50-60 yard blind retrieve, 
a memory retrieve with the distraction of a dummy bunny being dragged as the dog returned and, for the 
advanced runners, a final retrieve which consisted of a dummy hanging in a tree, just above the dog’s head. The 
winner was the only dog to succeed, so proved the point. If your dog enters the shooting field it may come across 
this scenario more than once.  
 
Advanced winner:  Hawkwise Fair Copy (Golden Future x Broadwing Corn Dolly at Hawkwise). 
Novice winner (after a retrieve in cover that split the vote): Brescue Brett 
 
Well done to those of you who took part. I look forward to seeing you next year.” 
********************************************************************************************************************************* 

……. and also we did 
Agility:  Norma Ansell once again provided the equipment for a figure of eight course – which was 
attempted by a number of Brits and their optimistic owners. It is a frustration that so few members try this 
sport with their dogs, particularly those who are town-dwellers and don’t have the chance to work their dogs 
in the field. It demands a really good partnership, with a high level of response but satisfies the breed’s need 
for vigorous activity – and Brits have a lot of potential.  
 
If you are interested visit www.thekennelclub.org.uk/activities/agility or contact norma@gefni.co.uk . 

 
Photography: Our “official” photographer, once again, was the ever-obliging Simon Potter. He really 
tries to record as many dogs as possible as well as the many different activities that are available. His 
gallery of shots is always an attraction as members re-live their day by scrolling through in the comfort of 
the main hall. Individual photos can be ordered direct from Simon (if you have not already done this) and 
can be sent by email. Contact him via fi.cook@btinternet.com. 
 

Grooming: Gill Tully’s Herculean grooming marathons are always popular and quite a few dogs will have 
looked better, at the show on Sunday, for her efforts on the Saturday.  Most of us are unsure just how 
much coat and furnishings to take off or leave on when preparing our dogs and, with her success in the show 

http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/activities/agility
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ring, Gill is the best person to help and advise. She also raises a lot of money for the Club, so well done 
Gill!  

************************************************************************************** 
BCGB Championship Show – Sunday 5th October 2014 

 
Critique for Brittany Club show 5th October 2014 – Judge: Joanne Robinson (Tarward)  

 

I enjoyed my day and really appreciated the numerically excellent entry. 

 

Judging is very subjective, I have judged this breed since 2001 and, as with all breeds, the Brittany has changed 

over the years. I was looking for exhibits that fitted my interpretation of the breed standard.  

 

This meant I wanted a square outline with a slightly sloping topline, straight front legs, neck set well into 

shoulders with no stuffiness, moderate rear angulation to allow the brisk short striding action with little rear 

extension and a head with the correct 3:2 skull to muzzle proportions, high-set ears and that mischievous 

expression. 

 

I found what I was looking for in my main winners but as always some compromises had to be made between 

the head, overall shape and movement.   

 

I appreciated the newer Brittany owners bringing their dogs for me to judge and hope they enjoyed the experience 

of the weekend.  I hope that more owners can be encouraged to attend the Club Championship or Open shows, 

even if they do not attend any other, so that excellent specimens of the breed are not lost to the gene pool. 

 

Minor Puppy D/B 3 1Abs 

1. Anderson’s Rochus Jago  BPIS 

This pup is at the correct stage of development for his age. He was slightly overweight and his muscles and 

stronger pasterns will come. 

Presented the square outline I was looking for and moved the most correctly of all the puppies present.  His head 

has to develop but he has plenty of time. 

2. Southorn’s Rochus Juliet 
Litter sister to 1 and still very immature. Square outline with short back and attentive to handler.  Her head in 

particular still needs to develop. 

 

Puppy Dog 3 

1. Rochus Jago 

2. Corby’s Bonapartist Imperial 
A mature puppy for age and well trained. Has a lively expression.  Clean neck going into shoulders with enough 

spring of rib for age. Preferred the topline and movement of 1. 

3. Thorpe’s Bonapartist Illusion 

 

Junior Dog 2 

1. Wordsworth’s Tournesol Iagan 

Nice size for 18 months and should mature well.  Has good spring of rib, straight forelegs and is short coupled. 

Head needs to develop and would prefer smaller ears and tighter lips to give true Brittany expression. 

2. Bonapartist Illusion 

This puppy is going through the awkward stage.  Was unsettled on the move and that affected his topline.  Time 

will make all the difference. 

 

Post Graduate Dog 3 1 Abs 

1. Perk’s Jassendue Highlander 

Liked his outline and topline.  Moved with a short brisk gait. Clean neck set into shoulders. Straight front legs 

with correct pasterns and well ribbed. Would prefer a more refined head. 

2. Barlow-Evans Rochus Huxley 

This boy will only get better as he is not anyway near mature yet. Needs to relax to show himself off.  I preferred 

his rear angulation to 1.  His head is still changing and has good pigmentation and eye colour.  Satisfactory spring 



of rib, ample bone and substance without being coarse. 

 

Limit Dog 4 1 Abs 

1. Cutler’s Jayricnbrits High Flyer RCC 

Correct size, square outline and slightly sloping topline. Strong neck set into shoulders with good length of upper 

arm and shoulder. Good spring of rib, short loin and hind angulation correct. Liked his head and expression.  He 

eventually co-operated with his handler so I could assess his short accurate brisk stride. 

2. Poole’s Bonapartist Gourrege 

Very close between 1 and 2.  This dog still needs time to mature, good topline with correct slight slope.  A shade 

over-angulated at rear for me. Loved his head and expression 

3. Lockie and Major’s Tournesol Heriot at Bryantscroft 
 

Open Dog 3 

1. Muir’s Rochus Conan at Boisels CC and RBIS 

This is the third time I have judged this dog and it was third time lucky for him. If this dog could relax in the ring 

he would have been a champion a long while ago.  He is now at the top of his game. Super topline with correct 

slight slope, good spring of rib, excellent rear angulation.  His head has finally settled into his body, good depth 

of chest and spring of rib. An outline that greatly appealed to me and, as when I judged him before, he moved 

straight and true with short brisk stride 

2. Yarrow’s Sh Ch Bonapartist Grenadier 

A dog in lovely physical condition.  He has matured well since I judged him as a puppy. Good head planes, clean 

neck set in to correct shoulders. Enough bone and well-muscled throughout. Just preferred outline and movement 

of 1 today. 

3. Hawtree’s Highclare Hold Your Horses at Bremalyn JW 

 

Special Open AOC except Orange and White 3 1 Abs 

1. Wilson’s Sh Ch Daraydala Beaumont 

Good cob outline, good shoulders and rear angulation.  Liked his head and expression. His movement let him 

down today but did enough to win this class. 

2. Tayor’s Sh Ch Curacao Tank Calzaghe at Sultair 
This dog moved better than 1 but preferred outline and shoulders of 1. He still has a good topline, deep chest and 

liked his head, would prefer just slightly smaller ears to give true expression. 

 

Veteran Dog 1 

1. Potter and Cook’s Sh Ch Tailliside Winter Berry 

9.5 year old that I have done well for in the past. He had to give way to youth today. In excellent condition, lovely 

expression and still holds his topline. 

 

Special Working Dog 2 

1. Orde-Powlett’s Ch Patouche Gucci 

What a super little dog but would just prefer more of him to complete the picture. Alert, active dog presenting 

typical head, cobby outline, topline held on move with moderate angles front and rear. 

2. Coveney’s Ch Tillybirloch Beau 

Had to give way to his son.  Correct size, excellent depth of chest and spring of rib.  Would have liked a more 

alert expression and movement, not at his best today. 

 

Puppy Bitch 4 1 Abs 

1. McDermott’s Cliathan Butterfly BPB 

Very pretty girl. A clean neck set into correct shoulders but, as with several of the pups, movement was not 

correct at the moment.  Pups can change from one week to the next and change places all the time.  Her topline 

was better than 2 and at the moment she has a deeper brisket. 

2. Mooney’s Rochus Jorja at Challowmoon 

Another pretty puppy and loved her expression with good head planes and proportions with nothing overdone. 

She is short coupled and has a square outline. 

3. Reap and Harwood’s Bonapartist Isadora 

 

Junior Bitch 3 

1. Wensley’s Hawkwise Iduna CC and BIS 



This little girl took my breath away. She has a soft expression, correct head planes, clean lips, high set ears, fill 

under eye and a clean neck capable of picking up game. This leads into shoulders that, as I felt them, I checked 

twice, they were my ideal with ratio of upper arm to shoulder with no high withers, pleasing spring of rib, 

sufficient brisket and heart room for hunting all day. 

I ran the palm of my hand from her withers to hip bones and felt the slightly sloping topline, short loin and 

correctly set on tail, the moderate bend of stifle, well let down hocks and back to the straight and well-muscled 

front legs.  I then stood back and saw that my hands had not deceived me.  As she moved I saw the short, clipped 

brisk gait I was looking for. In profile no overreaching, no kicking out of her rear feet and coming towards me 

straight and true with no weak pasterns or wobbly hocks. She is not perfect but I could not deny her in spite of 

her youth.  

2. Yarrow and Nunn’s Bonapartist Iryssa 

Showing her age in this class as still a puppy. A lovely head and expression and used her ears well. Clean neck 

set into good shoulders with straight forelegs, enough rib for age.  Very exuberant movement today which meant 

that she did not hold her topline on the move. 

3. Lockie and Major’s Tournesol Infinity at Bryantscroft 
 

Post Graduate Bitch 2 

1. Wright’s Hawkwise Fair Copy 

A mature cobby bitch with good outline, straight forelegs and moderate rear angulation.  Skull slightly rounded 

as required, and has good ear set but muzzle is slightly too long. 

2. Williams Tournesol Impossible Dream 

At nearly 18 months this young lady has not yet reached maturity and still needs to develop.  She is of medium 

size, has a good spring of rib and moderate rear angulation.  She was not relaxed and it showed in her topline and 

would not use her ears. 

 

Limit Bitch 2 1 Abs 

1. Gudgin’s Jassendue High Society 

Another that although 2 years old is still immature.  Liked her straight forelegs, shoulders, spring of rib and short 

loin.  Movement was unsettled. 

 

Open Bitch 2 

1. Yarrow’s Sh Ch Bonapartist Grande Duchess 

A dog I judged as a puppy and she has matured into a lovely bitch.  She is correct in angulation both fore and aft.  

Holds her topline on the move.  Has a skull and muzzle of correct proportions and parallel planes with small high 

set ears. Pulled out for last 4 in challenge for BCC.  Today just a shade too big for me. 

2. Anderson’s Rochus Jayricnbrits Hattie 

Correct size with a lovely expression and used her ears well.  Good spring of rib, short loin but for me still needs 

to mature and I preferred the topline of 1. 

 

Special Open Orange and White Bitch 1 

1. Tully’s Sh Ch Highclare Flaming Nora 

Cobby bitch with good head planes and slightly rounded skull.  Clean lips and high set ears. Correct lay of 

shoulders and spring of rib with moderate rear angulation.  Was not settled on the move today. 

 

Special open AOC except orange and White Bitch 1 

1. Coveney’s Tillybirloch Guinevere 

Square outline and good head and muzzle proportions but ears slightly too big. Liked her shoulders and short loin 

but croup drops a bit too steeply from hip bones to tail for me. 

 

Veteran Bitch 5 1 Abs 

1. Tully’s Sh Ch/Ir Sh Ch Eastonite Bracken RCC 

2 years ago I gave this bitch a CC and 2 years later she is still difficult to beat. As I have written before she has a 

great outline, cobby with moderate angulations fore and aft, well rounded ribcage and has the typical mischievous 

expression enhanced by her correctly set ears.  She moved with the correct gait. 

2. Youngs’ Ch Pixbrook Vanessa 

Well constructed girl with correct front and hind angulation.  Deep well ribbed body, sweet expression, high set 

ears and parallel head planes.  Just showing her age today. 

3. Davies’ Ir Sh Ch Fosscott Ailette 



4. Muir’s Pixbrook Sunrise over Boisels 

 

Special Working Bitch 2 1 Abs 

1. Coveney’s Tillybirloch Hettie 

Sweet headed bitch that gave her handler a hard time.  She has straight forelegs, correct shoulders, elbows close 

to body, good spring of rib and moderate rear angulation.  Looks slightly leggy as her chest still needs to drop 

but did enough to be pulled out in the last 4 to challenge for the CC. 

 

 Field Trial Bitch  

 1. Youngs Ch Pixbrook Vanessa 

 

 

Joanne Robinson 

Tarward 

********************************************************************************************************************************* 

NORTH OF THE BORDER – A BRITTANY DAY OOT! 
  

A fine day in Scotland  
 

On Sunday 9th November Scottish Organiser Anne Massie ran a 'Brittany Day Oot' in Central Scotland. She reports: 

 

 “Our trainer was Kenny Hamilton, a committee member of Lothian and Borders Gundogs (of which I am Secretary 

and Treasurer) who runs his own business training all breeds of dog and sorting all kinds of behavioural problems. He 

previously worked as a Manager for Guide Dogs for the Blind, then moved to Canada for a few years, prior to returning 

to Scotland. Kenny trials his German Wirehaired Pointers with success. He is very kind and has empathy with the dogs.  

 

 
Here is Kenny giving us our pre training chat 

 

We had 10 Brittanys and an English Springer in attendance. All were basically pets rather than working dogs, although 

a few had been on shoots, as pickup or beating dogs - the age range was from 11 months to 13 years, and in varying 

colours. Handler experience was also varied - from fairly knowledgeable, and having participated in Trials, to having 

virtually no experience of the working side of our breed.  

 



 
English Springer Poppy – honorary Brittany for the day                     Libby with Bill  

 

First of all, we did some hunting and pointing on well hidden caged partridge. All the Brittanys pointed the birds despite 

there being no air and therefore very little scent; then after lunch we went on to obedience - stopping, sit stays, then recalls 

and retrieving.  

 

The aim of the day was to learn, to socialise, and to enjoy our Brittanys a little more by having a little more control - not to 

aim for field trial or even working standard at this stage. Kenny gave a short retrieving demonstration with his German 

Wirehaired Pointer Bitch, Evie.  

 

 



Our host, Ian Stewart, gave a few of us who remained behind a short demonstration with his young imprint peregrine. He 

brought a black Pheasant down with a body slam, but was called off rather than unnecessarily kill or harm it. It scuttled off 

into the woods before the peregrine was sent up again.  

 

 
 

Phoebe                                                                                       Bracken checking the air 
 

All in all a very interesting day, and I have booked a couple of lessons with Kenny, after I've practiced recalls with Missy on 

the cord line he gave me. 

 

Anne Massie, Central Scotland 

 

***************************************************************************************** 
 

BCGB (West Region) Water Training Day – Sunday 19th October 2014 
 
 

 
Twelve well-behaved Brittanys 



 
Once again this day was held at Wootton Park Farm, which has proved a deservedly popular venue. Good 
weather rewarded those members who brought their dogs. No fewer than 7 dogs were new to our training 
days. To their credit it is heartening to report that the majority had already been attending gundog classes, 
and this was reflected in an excellent standard of general behaviour and obedience. Even more pleasing is 
the fact that several of these new partnerships were actively wanting to work their dogs, and included 
competitive trialling and working tests in their list of ambitions. 
 
Because of this we were able to concentrate on reinforcing obedience, rather than actually teaching the 
exercises. This introduced a lot of mutual distraction, of each other’s dogs, which served to expose those 
that were trained but not obedient. Some pretty effective handling soon put matters right and both dogs 
and owners quickly worked with better concentration. 

 
When we moved on to retrieving a lot of people, with dogs at similar levels, broke off to work in pairs or small 
groups. We had blind retrieves being done in one corner of the field while, elsewhere, youngsters were 
being encouraged to take a playful interest in dummies and tennis balls. Others wanted to try split retrieves 
and directional training so it was a very busy and enjoyable session. 
 

 
Waders’R’Us                                                                                                  Tournesol Iagan with Maurice Cooke and John Wordsworth 

 
After an al fresco lunch we went to the lake for the day’s chief business. The shallow causeway, leading on 
to the island, is ideal for encouraging the nervous or inexperienced to take their first, tentative swim. Maurice 
Cooke valiantly carried youngsters out into the water and gently helped them get their balance, before 
guiding them safely back to Mum or Dad. Barbara Anderson’s six month old babies (Rochus Jago and 
Jemima) both took to the water with very little encouragement. Phil Slatter and Mick Samardzija were both 
sporting waders to help tempt Tournesol Hussar and Brescue Brett into the depths. Others taking the 
plunge for the first time were Sylvia Stone’s Jayricnbrits Hobo, Richard Harwood’s Toffee Cream (fresh 
from his triumph in the TAN at Catthorpe), John and Nicola Wordsworth’s  Tournesol Iagan, Chris & 
Roy Wilce’s Tournesol Hermione and Andy & Sue Day’s smart-looking, hawking dog - Gefni Ingrained. 



 
 
The lake at Wootton Park offers several inviting points of entry for pups and novices. Here   Mick Samardzija assists Barbara 

Anderson’s puppy, Rochus Jemima, to take those first few paddles. 

 
All the dogs also tried their hand at retrieving a “cold game” mix of partridge, pigeon and pheasant. 

 
Fiona Wensley’s “Manny” presents a hen pheasant to hand                                 Good eye contact – Gefni Ingrained 
 

At the same time, on the other side of the island, the old hands Ron Wyatt’s Patouche Eloise and Steve 
Wright’s Hawkwise Fair Copy were doing “open” retrieves on cold game across quite a wide stretch of water. 
Joining them were Fiona Wensley’s promising young bitch Hawkwise Iduna and litter sister Hawkwise 
Inayah, owned by Maurice. Returning from last year Richard & Caroline Perks’ Jassendue Highlander 



continued as official water retriever for anything that the others left in the water, and Club Treasurer, Ruth 
Holt’s, Hawkwise Flagbearer also did well.  
 
Finally Norma Ansell put up some simple jumps and a weave.  Quite a few of the dogs had done a little bit 
of agility, and made a reasonable hand of things without putting up much competition for Norma’s super star, 
Speck (Hawkwise Bedouine over Gefni).  
 
This was a very encouraging turnout, with owners travelling from other Regions to take part. By the end of 
the day we were already talking about running a mock working test, next spring, to introduce dogs and 
handlers to this first level of competition. If you are interested, but are not on the West Region Mailing list, 
please contact Steve Wright on 01789 772413 or at stevewright.falconer@virgin.net. 
*********************************************************************************************************************************  
 

Get new members! 

 
At the last AGM the Chairman asked everyone to recruit at least one new member in the year. Particularly we 

want to reach those Brittany owners who we meet by chance and who seem never to have heard of the Club. Even 

more worrying are the breeders who do not support us, and whose puppy purchasers are not told about the network 

of experienced owners we can provide to assist over those early months with a young Brit. As you can see from 

the articles in this Newsheet we are trying to give a lot to the breed and to you. 

 

The Membership Secretary will be able to tell us if we have succeeded or not when she reports to the AGM. 

Whatever the result we must keep recruiting – if only to prevent our rescue service becoming more stretched! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B C G Britain – Open HPR Trial 
Held at Bunwell, Norfolk on Monday 17th November 2014 

(by kind permission of Mr Mark Howard and the Bunwell Wood Shoot) 
 

On a warm day, with a gentle breeze and the odd light shower, we enjoyed fair scenting conditions. One dog was run in light 
woodland, the rest were on a large field of sugar beet. Game was evenly distributed with all dogs having the chance to find birds. 
The general standard of handling and work was good. 
 
Results: 

1. Mr Chris Gray’s GWP Birkmonsen’s Petra at Trudvang. This bitch’s first run, with an oblique cheek wind, was down 
the middle of the sugar beet field. Running a wide, regular pattern with pace and style, she pulled forward and to the left 
where she held a solid point. She flushed on command, producing a hen bird which was shot and retrieved tenderly to 
hand. 
 
Her second run was into an oblique head wind, bordered by a hedge on the left and the wood on the right. Again she ran 
well, soon pulling forward onto two pheasants that flushed ahead of her. Very quickly she had a staunch point on a cock 
bird, which was shot and fell about 50 metres away. This bitch very soon found the point of fall and swiftly retrieved a live 
bird.Throughout her run she hunted with style and power. Her ground treatment was good and her game finding was a 
pleasure to watch. She completed a very competent water retrieve. 
 

mailto:stevewright.falconer@virgin.net


2. Mr Steve Kimberley’s GLP Wamilanghaar Gemini of Caldera. This dog’s first run was again down the middle of the 
sugar beet field with an oblique cheek wind. Unfortunately this beat held no game, but he worked a beautiful pattern that 
was regular and tight. 

 
With an oblique head wind on his second run he was again very methodical and quartered with style. He had a staunch 
point on a hen bird, which was produced and shot close by. The dog was steady and retrieved gently to hand. He hunted 
on with the same regular, methodical pattern, remaining obedient and in harmony with his handler. The water retrieve was 
completed satisfactorily. 

 
3. Mrs Lucy Hustler’s GSP Aytee Isadora. The first run was on the edge of the sugar beet field. This bitch quickly 

established a regular, stylish hunting pattern, swift but in tune with her handler. She had a point and several birds were 
flushed upwind, which were not shot. She continued to hunt the area and made contact with her bird again. It was shot 
and nicely retrieved to hand. 
 
Her second beat was on a back wind. Again she hunted with pace and style. She had two staunch points on pheasants 
which were not shot as they flew back over the gallery. The water retrieve was completed. 

 
4. Mr Mick Canham’s GSP Stubblemere Cawdor. Again this beat had an oblique cheek wind and this bitch hunted with 

good pace, although missing some ground on the right side of her beat. She quickly pulled forward onto scent and had a 
lovely point, flush and retrieve on a cock bird. Her second run was on the beet but along the edge of the wood with a cheek 
wind. Despite running hard and hunting nicely there was no game on this beat. The water retrieve was completed. 

5. Certificate of Merit, GSP Sigourney Sunbeam. Her first run was on the edge of the beet with an oblique cheek wind. 
Conditions were difficult as many birds had previously run out of the hedgerow into the crop. It took her a while to get 
into her stride and she followed several lines of foot scent. She then cast out to the right and had a lovely point and flush 
on a hen bird. This was shot but unfortunately flew on a long way into the wood, so was retrieved by the picking up dog. 
 
The second run was in the middle of the beet field with a back wind. She hunted beautifully and held a staunch point on 
a cock pheasant. She was steady to shot and made a good retrieve to hand. The water retrieve was completed. 
 
Our thanks for the success of this trial are due to those who helped organise it, and particularly our host, Mr Mark 
Howard, Adrian his steward of the beat, chief steward John Anderson (BCGB FieldTrial Sec), the guns, Messrs 
David Winser and Rob Gould, and the picking up dog handler, Mrs Coshi Kimberley. 
 
Mrs Eileen Winser & Mrs Theo Gould – Judges 

 

Lastly – Things to do! 
AGM: Ensure your proposals, and (please) your willingness to stand for election to the 
Committee, are properly proposed and seconded by fully paid-up members. Then see that 
they are submitted in writing to the Secretary at least 14 days before the date of the AGM 
(i.e. by 8th February 2015). Meeting starts after showing. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

February Open Show – Sunday 22nd February 2015 at Yelvertoft Village Hall, NN6 
6LY. Show opens at 9.30 am, judging commences 10.00 am. Postal entries (to 
www.fossedata.co.uk) close on 31st January, and on-line entries can be made until midnight 
on Saturday 7th February 2015. 

http://www.fossedata.co.uk/

